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| 2 Cor. V. 17. * 0 3 , , by 
herefore, if any man be 18 Curist, © 
be 15 4 NEW CREATURE: old things ® 
are paſt away ; behold, all things aft 
become new, WORE, 


Ros are the under which rhe 
8 Scripture repreſents that Change which is 
Way wrought in Men, when are made true 
OD SIT riftians. In the Text, tis ſpoken of, un- 
/ WEI der the Metaphor of a new creature. If any. 
DOSS men be 1 Cms r, be is a new Creatare.. 
if any man be in Cbriſt. That is, ſay ſome, if any Man 
in the Kingdom of Chriſt; if any Man lives under the | +; 
d{pel-diſpenſation, be is 4 new creatures he is in a new 
eation: In which, as it follows in the next Words, old 
ng: are paſt away; an End is put to the former State “f 008 
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n by | &) % n Wen ; way oe ry: | 
-  *hings; the old Diſpenſaridn, the Jewiu Oeccnemp. . 
bold all: things are become. new; another Adminiftration, 4 

new State of. things is introduced and ſet * The Apoſtle 
is ſuppoſed to have en to this Purpoſe, If any Man 
ves undet the Goſpel, he is under à quite naw Biſpen- 
'</ ſation, à Difpenfation in which he has nothing to do with 

* © the Jewiſh Oeconbmy; that old State of Things is done 
'* away; he is, as it were, in another Creation, under a State 
© of Affairs anew erected by God,” But others put another 

Senſe on the Words.” | | 

If any Man be in Chrift, i. e. as the Branches are in the 

Vine; if any, Man be united to Chriſt; if any Man bez 
rrue and —1 Chriſtian, he is a new Creature, i, e. another 
Man: He is as it were again form'd and faſhion'd; O11 
things are paſt away, i. e, the old Man, the carnal Heart, 
with all its corrupt Affections and evil Paſſions; behold all 
things are become new; the Man has a'new Heart, a ney 
turn of Mind, and he leads a new Life. Agreeably the Sub 
-je& which beſpeaks your Attention is this, * 

Ihe true Chriſtian is a new Creature. er 

So he is every where affirmed" to be, in the Writings 0 
the new Teſtament ; nor otherwiſe might he expect admil 
ſion into the coming and eternal Kingdom of God: For 1 
the inſpirgd Paul declares *," Circumciion availeth nothing 
nor uncirtumciſion ; but the new Creature; that is to ſay, | 
the Diſpenſation by Jeſus Chriſt, the new Creature is thu 
Wich ut which nothing elſe will ayail to our having Entranc 
into Heaven: But the Queſtion here before us is, 

” Why is the true Chriſtian called 'a 'new' Creature? 
And in *r he is thus called on account of that gre 
* Songs which Chriſtiattity makes in him. Indeed, phyf 
*., . cally ſpeaking, no Alteration is effected, either in the Pow 
of his Soul or Body, but in the moral and religious Senſe 
change is e 0 in him; and this ſo great, that he is 
; — 25 different ſort of Man, ſo unlike; to what he was, 
he is not unficly ſtill'd a "new Creature. 

But it will not be amiſs, if I am a little parti icular in 4 
ſeribing this Change; which, that I may ſpeak more cles 

I ſhall confider under two diſtinct Heads. 
I. às it reſpects the inward Frame of the Mind. 4 
II. The outward. Courſe and. Manner of Life. _ 


I. Tam to conſider this Change, on account where! : 
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true Chriſtian is term'd a new Creature, in reſpe& of his ; "0 
inward Frame of Mind, - And this is what the Scripture is 
yery expreſs; in raki notice of; yea, and the Metaphors it 
uſes to ſot forth the reamneſs of this Change, are peculiar- 
ly Rrong and forcible. Tis compared to a ne Heart; 
to a new Spirit; to a Renovation in the Spirit of the Mind; 
0 2 transformation by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt; to A 
Fe throughowt in Soul and Spirit. Theſe Phraſes 
jo all mean one and. the ſame thing, and pou our Thoughts. 
o that Change which is made in the Minds of Men by Chri- 
ſtianity, and tis indeed an uniyerſal Change: Their whole 
aner is altered, inſomuch that 1 neither the 
fame Apprehenſiens, nor Reſolutions, nor Affections: They 
either love, nor grieve, nor hope, nor fear, as they uſed to 
do. We ſhall be particular here. 17 1 
1. There is a Change in their cr : They ee 
hings in another Ligbt, have other Thoughts, different 
Sentiments from what they uled to have. 1 
They had once a, notignal Sighr poly of the 75 and 
Perfections of God ; his Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs and 
ercy were Matters rather of ſpeculative. Opinion than real 
Belict : But now they fee theſe Things in quite, another 
Manner; they are ſtruck with a full Conviction of their cer- 4 
ain Truth; they appear to them the ſureſt Realities z that is 4 
he inward Senſe and dyno. ag their Mind; verily there is a = 


od who judgeth in the Earch, and he is a Being infinitely. * 
uſt and holy, and wiſe. and good. OL | . 1 
They once law no Beauty in Chriſt, nor were ſenſible, . 
ny need they ſtaod in of him; but he is now altogether 4 
oyely, the moſt deſireable Perſon to them of apy in Hea- 

en or Earth; and they ſee him to be the one thing need. 

ul; that they can't do without him; that they are undòne, 
emedileſly yndone, unleſs intereſted in him 

They once {aw no great Evil in Sin, but it now appears 

in evil and bitter thing; they are ready to wander at them- br. 
elyes, they had formerly ſuch light Thoughts of it, hex 
ow ſee it to be ſo vile and accurſed @ thing, carrying in its 
ature ſo' much Baſeneſs and Ingratitude, ſo much Con- 
empt of God and Rebellion agaiaft his divine Majeſty; 
eſides, that it has laid them open to the Threatnings af che 
Umighty, expoſing them to Death and Hell, the Miferies 191% 2 
both, of the;preſent, and the coming and eternal Worlx ec. 
They once faw no great Beauty in Holineſs, not Neceſſi 
y to become poſſeſt of it; but it now appears the wolk . 
P , A2 | miles 
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+ *  mnlable ds 1 greateſt Luſtre on chaſu who 
mere the Sabjeas of it, making them the moſt excellenvin the 
© Barth; and they are convinced that Holineſs is the grand 
=, | | Qualification for Happineſs, chat there is no ſuch thing 2: 
= enjoying the latter without the former, neither in conſiſtence 
win che Appointment of the Goſpel, or the Frame of 'thcir 
| own Nature, V 
Inu a word, they have now quite other thts of He-. 
Ven and Hell, and the coming and eternal Judgment; nor 
'_ Indeed do any of the Truths of Religion 5 to there as 
ey once did: In their former State they had ſame Notion 
_ uþour them, but it was a dark, cuſtomary,” inſufficient Ap- r 
-prehenſion; whereas now they fee them as they never did a. 
. clearly and fully, and fo as to be conyinced and iti 
affected. They have now a ſpiritual diſcerning of the Truths 
ol God and Religion, their Conceptions of them are ſtrong 
And itvely; they ſee them to be undoubted Realities of infi- 
mite and everlaſting Importance; ſuch a 3 is there in 
. "the Apprehenſions of Men when they are made new Crea. 
| tures. | « ) 6 A - L i BI | p 4 * * 
ö 2. There is as great a Change in their Purpoſes, theſe are WW « 
not now as they once were; — the Bent of their Mind was. 
towards the Earth, it is now towards Heaven; once they were 
' , reſolved for Sin, determined to purſue | thoſe Luſts which 
war againft the Soul; but this is now the PR of their Dy 
Heart, that which I ſre not teach thou me ; if 1 have dont e 
wii, 1 will de ne more *, Once, it may be, they had at 
ſome faint Wiſhes or feeble Reſolutions towards God, aud 
mie Ways of God; but their Purpoſes are now lively and 
..  Yigorous,' and able to withſtand Difficulty and Oppolition. 
Dies ſchey could come into good Reſolutions, only in a time 
beef Sickneſs and Danger, or when their Conſciences were 2. 
=> farmed, and their Kſtections put into a Commotion ; but 
their religious Purpoſes are now fixed and ſettled. The ha- 
Turn of their Mind is towards another World, and Wore 
ey ate as truly determined for God and Holineſs,” as they or 
4 "2 formerly were Sin and Luſt; in a word; their Eyes ha- reat 
mii deen opened to fee the Force of the Motives of ing 
gane, their Stubborneſs has hereby overcome, 
anda thorough Change effected in the Purpoſes of their Hear ve 
now approve of the Method of Saſvation by a crucif * 
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| | . tolerable Weight of Guilt which lay on them any Burden at 
_ Fouts; ande if in this Reſpect all Things went well, they 
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periſh; whereas they have row a Hope that is well founded 
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chaſes of his Blood; yea they were in no Diſtreſs. about the 
- Curſe of the Law hand the Wrath of God, nor was the in- 


all to them; they knew no Sorrow but on outward Ac. 


| Mere then ealy; however poor, and naked, and wretched. 
and miſerable they were, in regard of their Souls, and (pi. 
ritual and eternal good Things: But now the new Creat!on 
has wonderfully turned the Channel of their Sorrow; they 
are now grieved for their Sins { they are now in Diſtreſs if 
they enjoy not a Senſe of God's Favour; they now mourt 
they are no better Chriſtians, no more like to God, no more 
conformed to the Exam of Chriſt,” and the Preeepts of 
his Goſpel; yea the fſnfirmities and Frailties they are guilty 
of, in common with all good Men, are the Occaſion of no 
ſmall Trouble to them; they lament the | Imperfe&ion of 
their Nature, the fin that dwelleth in them, and breathe ou 
their Complaints to God in the Language of the holy Apo. 
ſtle Paul, O wretchedamen that i are, who ſhall delivn 
ws from this body of ſin and death; "vpn 

3. There is a Change in their Hope; this they once pla 
red on the Creature, but they now place it on the Creator; 
they once hoped for nothing better than the good Things 
of Time, but now they hope for the better Things of Erer. 
nity; they had once no Views beyond this Earth, but bey 
now reach to Heaven; or if in their former State they had 
an Expectation of better Things than this World can afford 
it Was a vain fond Hope; if they looked for Peace, it 
in that way in which God has aid, there is no peace; if the 
truſted they ſhould go to Heaven, it was in the Way whic 
leads to Death and Hell; their Hope was like that of th 
Hypocrite, concerning which the Holy Ghoſt ſays, it 4 


they hope for the Enjoyment of the unſeen Thipgs of the 
A ot; and their Hope is of that fort, which will ne 
ther deceive nor make them aſhamed; for it is a Hope bu 
on the divine Promiſes, jal which in Chriſt are yea and 
men to the glory of God,” l 

4. There is a Change in their Fear; the things which one 
moved their Fear, were the Threats of Men, ys. Frowns ( 
the World, and thoſe outward Evils they were expoſed u 
and in Danger of, and theſe only had an Influence to f 
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p their Fear: Wan his Fear was not. before bein 
ryes, nor, if they. were told of the coming Day of the 1 
ord's Vengeance, had it any Effect to awaken, their Con- 
Cience; Or, if at times their Fears were excited, they were. 


e 
* f no long Continuance, nor had any laſting Prevalence on 8 
pi- em, to reſtrain from that fornication and uncleanneſe, that 7 
11 ordinate affettion, and evil concupiſcence, and covetouſneſi; 7 
cy ir which 1hings ſake cometh the wrath of God on the Chil- 

; i rc of Di/obedience : But, being created anew, tis quite o- 


we of the Divine Majeſty, and fear God's Diſpleaſure more 
han every thing elſe. They dare not now live in Sin, cheir 
ear of God won't ſuffer them to do ſo, it is a powerful and 
floctual Reſtraint to them, from every thing that is offen- 
ve to him. Arne . 82 we | = "my 

5. In fine; there is a Change in their Anger: They were 
once angry with thoſe Who were a Hindrance to them in 
zin, but they now love and thank them; they could not 
once bear to be told of their evil Deeds, but now they take 
zothing more kindly: They once counted thoſe their Ene- 
nies, and treated them wich Anger and Clamour, who. were 
o good as to reprove, rebuke and admoniſh them in the 
ord; but they nom eſteem them their beſt; Friands, and 
peak of them with che bigheſt Reſpet and Reverence: 1f 
be righteous ſmite them, tis now a kindneſs. and if they re- 
rove them, tis an excellent oil, which breaketh not their 


ead. - ent * n 4 |} 8 
But more than this, theit Anger is now turned againſt 
emſelves; yea, they are more angry with themſelves for 
ommitting Sin, than wy formerly were with others, for te- 
roving them for Sin: They are now full of Indignation a- 
zainſt themſelves; bence the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of the Fruits 
f godly Sorrow for Sin, e ca out in that Language, t f 
Pebold what- carefulneſs it wrought in yout------—Tea what 
dignation ?' Tea what revenge? Ne 7 
Such a Change now as this, fo great and univerſal, extend- - 
ng even to the whole inner Man, is effected in Men when 
hey are made true Chriſtians; and is it any Wonder if, on 
his account, they are ſpoken of in the Text as new Creatures 
II. But 'tis time that I now come, in the ſecond place, 
o conſider this Change in reſpect of Mens/ourward Gu 
»d Manner of Life, And the Change in their Lives is as 
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herwiſe. with them; je, na poſſeſs d of au habitual 
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ſee the Alteration there is in their Courſe: of Life, hon 


viour is ſo unlike to what it was, 


"mJ Thy don't now live in Sin as they once did, but, as the 
| Apoftlt ſpeaks, have pur off concerning the former cum ver ſa. 
tion, the old man, which is corrupt according to deceicful 

' Tufts t or as the ſame Apoſtle more fully expreſſes it 
they have put off all theſe, Anger, Wrath, Malice, | Blaſphi- 
my, filthy Communication out of their Mouth} ; and they li 
not tv one another : Neither do they allow themſelves in aryl 
way of Wickedne(s Whatever. They walk not now — | 

ing to the conrſe of this world, ſulfilling the defires of the fleſh, | 

and of the mind; neither do they faſhion themſelves acc 
ing to their former Luſts, when they were in their Igneranc 

They have left their old ſinful Practices; and will not no, 

upon any terms commit theſe Follies they were once fret 

to indulge themſelves in. It might be once ſaid of 
one and another of them, they would curſe and ſwear; they 
would drink to Exceſs, they would commit Fornication and 

Uncleatineſs, they would lie, reſs and defraud thei 
Neighbour : But none of theſe things can now be ſaid of 

them; they have quitted theſe Vices, and are not the Met 
they us'd to be. If they were Drunkards, they no longe 

wall in rioting and drankenne/s; if they were commot 
Swearers, they are now afraid to rake che Name of the: Lord 

their God in vain; if they were once given to Uncleanneſ; F 

abſtain from fleſhly Luſts which war againſt the Soul > Ani 

| 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſo whatever the Sins were which they once lived inthe Cow 
miſſion of, they have now forſaken them for ever. \f 

And this Reformation which is made in their Manners, ut 
ſometimes ſo remarkable, that tis taken notice of, and ad | 
mired at by others: They are ready to wonder, when chef 


much they are mended and reformed: Tbus it is partic 
larly, when great and ſcandalous Sinners; thoſe who have 
long lived in Sin, and in the Commiſſion of open and hel 
nous Sins, are wrought W. by the Grace of God, and be. 
come true Chriſtians. Marvellous is the Change that apf, 

pears in their manner of Life; ſo many Vices are-abandon$ 
ed, ſo many Sins are renounced; and theſe of ſo black Heu 
Nature, that they look not like the ſame Perſons 1 10 


Eph iv. 23. I. iii. 8, 9. 
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the Were t or . . 
ued 7 Sm _— or longer time, there 18 F Chan e in 
bir Couxſe of 2 * Manners axe re d;. or o 


nce — may obſerve, the Scripture Calls to Canverſion 


in 


, but to Holineſs: Thoſe who are created anew, not on- 
mend their Ways and. Doings, but obey the Voice, of 
Lord: They not anly deny ungodlineſs and worldly luft, 
live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in the world; that is, 
y live in the Practice of the whole of their Duty ; all that 
y they owe, either 70 God, their, Neighbour, or them, 


es, e e an 
hey. do their, Duty to God; they are Men of Piety ad 
otion : Once they reſtrained Prayer, but now they make 
uſineſs of it. "Tis obſerveable, the firſt thing laid ad 


| after his Converſion is that, Behold.be prayerb 4. And 
lame may be ſaid. of all that are created in Chriſt ;; they 

now Men of Prayer; they delight in the Duty, and ara - 1 
ch in the Practice of it; and they pray, with all. Prayer,” 

daily in their / Cloſets, praying to their Father in Heayen, "1 
ſetth in ſecret; but rewarde openly. Aud they uphold 

yer in their Families, every Day taking care, that tha, 

ning and Evening Sacrifice. aſcend up to God as the 

e e oo 3 0 

for are they content with theſe more private Duties of 

y, but ate always to be ſeen in the Beauty of Holineſs, 

re they attend the Solemnities of publick. Worſhip, with, / 
ouſne s and Gravity, and as becomes thoſe who hive 

a their Minds an awaken'd Senſe of ſpiritual and eternal 

os, | | | 
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ad fiogulat is the eſper whi 0 
Tord Day; they remember to keep it * | "7 their ſei 
3 Endeavour . ho mn this "Day of God: And t the 
_ #digioully ſeparate themſolves owl the World; ſo tle 
pen this dne in the Service of God, and theſe holy Fre 

es thar are proper to this _— which i ſer apart ho: t 

| Purpoſes of Piety' and Religion. 
In one Word,” tis their daily conſtant Endeavonr to « 
pros the inward Affection and Reverence they beat toward 
the Divine Majefty in all the Ways that are juſt and pri 
er, behaving eee towards Finn with all Humllity 2 
dutiful Submiſſion,” Thus they do their Duty to God. 

Aud, in like manner, they do their Duty to their Neig 
Sour: This they had once no Concern about; onl 2s 
Might ſerve their own Intereſt; but they now make it 
Matter of Religion and Conſcience ? 2 Havit 

an the new man, ich is mente in kno 45 af 
the Image of him that created him, they have N. alf 
- 445 727 7 kindneſi, humbleneſi of mind, meeln, 
ſuffering; _ forbraring ' one another, and 7 one 
. 7 And avove all theſe things, they habe put on ch 
4 which I, ih bon of perſefineſs. They now co (id 
emſelyes- as made of the Raa Blood with other Men; 
as "till more nearly allied in Chriſt, being all 'Brethre 
They are not therefore content with { ing the Truth 
their Neighbour, with doing him Juſtice in their Concer 
Witk him, abſtaining from all the Methods of Fraud and! 
eit; they think it not ehough to put away. from then 
"Bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, and evil-ſpeaking, wi 
| «ll malice; but they are kindly affectioned to each. ocher, 
 foiting with them that rejoice, and weepin wy then: tl 
Weed. They ave Curteous, pitiful, tender- hgh, full 
Eove and Wolf ready to aſſiſt, and do all good O. 
ces, not only to Relatives and Friends, but 20 | Men Wn: 
have Opportunity, eſpecially to the Houſhold of Fai 
And What the Goſpel 5 more than ordinary expreſs. in, Wor 
tan put up Affronts, paſs by, Injuries, forgive Offences, 
do good to Enemies. 

"And as they do their Duty to God and- their Neighbc 
TRENT it in regard of themſelves; ; they are now ſo e 
| alte ; they remember they have Souls as well as 
dies; and accordingly take care not to indulge the la tet 
the prejudice of the former. They therefore morti/) 
_— ny are en the carth, fornication, uncleann:/ 
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linatt affeftion, roil-coneupiſcence : And ever make it WEIS... 
are to conduct rhe A by the eat Goſpel-rule x ll 
| emperance and Sobriety. They neither eat nor drink, not 15 
| thee up to play, nor allow themſeves in any inferior Gr f 
ation, but within ſuch Bounds and Limits, as will confi 
th ke a Preſcriptions of Chriſtianity. In one Word, in all . 3 
nſual Indulgences, they be oft in mind, that they are Men 1 
ea, that they are new Men, and ſo behave e 
becomes reaſonable and religious 4 


1 


d not Bruits: 5 
to i nnſelves ſoberly, as 
ug nn, | ' 
Such a Change as this does Chriſtianity make in the Lives 
thoſe who are its real Profeſſors; and a moſt glorious 
ange it is; more efpecially in regard of thoſe have 
t been under the Reſtraints of a religious. Education, but 
Wc walked according to the courſe of this world, accords 
ce NW: he prince of 7 of the air, the fore that work 

the children of diſobedience; among whom they have had 
| ir converſation in times paſt, in the lufts of the fleſh, fulfilling 
n deſires of the fleſh, and of the mind, O what a Difference is 
ein the Liyes of this kind of Perſons}. ” Tis even wonder'd 
on all that knew them. Light is not more. contrary to Park- 
ch nor Heaven to Hell, chan the Lives of rheſe Perſons now 
to what they once were, They are, in the general courſe of 
Lives, quite another ſort of Men; they may properly 
ethrel alled new Creatures. | 10 
nd thus you have ſeen the true Import of the Metaphor 
once e Text, by a brief but diſtin& and full Deſcription of 
and Change, on account whereof, the Stile of new creature: 
belle wn vn! Chriſtian, x 82 * 42 
everal otheł things might proper conſidered upon 
Subject; as the on . = Creature, the Horx 
m rr of Gop ; the Neceſſity of the new Creature, : both. 

n the appointment of the Goſpel Covenant, and the Con 
d ion * the Nature of Man; the Means and Manner of 
Men WWW new Creature's Formation: But each of theſe, to do Ju- 
fa to them, would require a Diſcourſe by itſelf; for which. 
in, ea, I ſhall wholly, paſs them over at preſent, and come 

Application, Which indeed is the chief thing I had in 
in the choice of the Text, And. 
We collect, from the preceeding Diſcourſe, that, by 
W ſo ew Creature the Scripture means ſomething very diffe- 


] 


45 from why m_ =_ "= 2 ine, It does 2 heres a 
a te Wnean a bare Profeſſion riſtianity, in Oppoſition. to 

if beniſm; it does not bereby mean a meer Clunge inte, 
We; 9s i B — | 4 outward N 1 5 
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ty pntward Behaviour; much leſs a Change from theſe or thoſh 
| "pop Sins, ariſing only from a Change of Age or Con, 


one Opinion to another, or from one Party "of Chriſtiant 


Were a new Workmanſhip of God; they are ſo univerſal! 
,and ductile, the Affections are placed on their proper Ob 


"ets, the Paſſons calm and quiet, the Conſcience fereng 


ther Accounts, are to be compared with them: T0 ark 
an 


tion in Life: It does not hereby mean a going over from 


to another: It does not hereby mean the Reſtraints of Edu 
cation or Conſcience, nor yet, the being now and then ing 
Commuation from dur Affections and Paſſibns : "I fay, the 
Scripture, by the new creature, does not mean ſuch things a 
rheſe, no, der omething far more great and excellent: 1. 
hereby means that b Change, whereby Men are tur net 
from darkneſs to light ; whereby, of Slaves to divers Lully 
and Pleaſurgs, they are made the Servants of God and Rizh: 
teouſnefs, It — 8 that Change, whereby, inſtead of thy 
Image of the Devil, Men become Partakers of the Natur 
of Gqd, 'a Likeneſs to the Divine Being, in Holineſs and 
true Righteouſneſs, Such a Change as this is intxoducel 
into Men's Frame by the new Creation; they are, as i 


altered, that they are not miſcalled xewp Creatures, . 

' 2. We are taught from What has been ſaid, the Excellen, 
ey of the new Creation. Hereby the Ruins of the old are 
Fepaired, the Image of God reinſtampt upon the Soul, ant 
the Confuſion and Diſorder among its Faculties fer to right 
Light is put into the Underftanding, the Will made” piiant 


and placid,” and the Life uniform and regular, conformed i 
che Will of God, and the Precepts of Religion. O what! 
13 Change is this! How enobled are thgſe, who hay 

een thus created again in Chriſt Jeſus? None among th 
meer 80ns of Adam, however dignified and exalted on « 


the Excellent in the Earth ; they bear a near Reſem 


to perfecte d Spirits and glorious Angels; yea, in ſome Pen 
Ytion, they are living Images of the bleſſed God, and oF tl 

his only begotten Son, our Saviour Jeſus coriſh And Nh 
can be faid that will refſe& greater Glory on them: on 
8. We have reaſon to fear, from what has been offered 
there are but few who may be pronounced new Creature *' 
Many indeed lay claim to this Character; but how few uM Ch 
on folid Grounds, can mike good their Pretences? Hofen 


few, alas ! have had Experience of a real and effectual change 
both in Heart and Life! O how many are there of who 


may vs laid, They are changed from Childhood 4 
7 | | You 


ak * n 
Wes? "6 #8.) | ' 
ouch; from Youth, to EM from Manhood to Age, 


of | 

wo. and the old Nature ſtill remains in its full Strength; yea, 
om ad che Body of Death is more vigorous than twenty or 
and hirty Years ago! O what Multitudes are changed for 


he worſe inſtead of the better! are daily growing more 
ooſe and prophane, more earrhly and ſenſual, more vicious 
n their Morals, and univerſally debauch'd in their Convert 
ations? And can it be faid of ſuch, that they are new - 
reatures? They have nothing in them that is new; they 


- lc main altogether unakered, unleſs it be, that their Nature 
ute more changed into that of the Devil. * 

ig And, even among the Profeſſors of Religion, how fo 
ray be reckoned among thoſe whq are fo changed as that 


hey are new Men? There may, it is true, be a Change ot 
anguage in ſome, a Change of Looks and Geſtures in o- 
ers, a Change in mere ontward ee in ſtill others; 
ut how few are effectually turned from the Love and Pra- 
ice of Sin, to the Love and Practice of Holineſs ? In here 
nd chere one we may behold the Image of God and the 
ife of Religion ; but O how many heartleſs Chriſtians are 
here! how man who have the Name of God in their 
ouths, but the Image of Satan on their Hearts! Are there 
ot many Who have no other Chriſtianity hut what conſiſts 
ich their Vices? who are Chriſtigns oy Name, but very 
agans in their Deeds? and, among Multitudes who 
rofeſs to have Faith in Chriſt, how few have any other than' 
at dead faith, of which the | Apoſtle James fays, it profit-" 
h not? Muſt it not be ſaid of moſt Chriſtians, that their 
aith is without works? a Faith that does ord ers thoſe 
ruits of Righteouſneſs, which by Jeſus Chiilt are to the 
raiſe of the Glory of God? And what ſhall we ſay of fuch 
hriftians ? Shall we allow that they are now Creatures ? 
y no means; for whatever their Hopes and Clalms 
ey are yet in their Sins, unſanctiſied by the Grace of God. X 
the Smallneſs of the Number of new Creaturts! The 
d Creation is of vaſtly greater Extent than the new. A 


Ob 


ong the Multicudes who are the natural Workmanſhip of 
red od, there are but few who are his Workmanſhi created 
uren 4in in Chriſt Jeſus. Here and there a Man, a Woman, 
; up Child, is e frei; but for the Bulk of Mankind, they 
Hou main as they were, unrenewed in their Minds, unchanged | 
ing heir Lives. A melancholy Truth this! it ſhould deeply 
bene our Hearts. 1 mann e 


4: We haye here à Rule by which we may make trial of 
our 


1 | | Ke 14 \ F | 
© apr ate, Some ö 
ger; they know at once, without bringing the Matter i 
| trial, that they are not in Chriſt; chey are ſelf-condemned, 
their Conſciences witneſs againſt them; and this, it may be 
' feared, is the Caſe of a great many. And can you be af 
in ſich a State? You have infinite Reaſon for Dilquierud; 
of Soul; and were but your Eyes opened to ſee your Miſe, 
7 and Danger, you would wonder at your own. Stupidity, 
As you are out of . ou are out of favour with God, 
under. Condemnation by his holy Law, yea the wrath « 
God abideth on you: You every WTR ly open to Deſtry, 
Sos. foe God's Preſence, and/ the Glory of his Power; 
There is nöthing e and the Place of Blackneſs of 
- Darkneſs but a poor frail uncertain Life; you hang, as i 
2 the bottomleſs Pit by the flender Thread of Life, 
and the Moment that ſnaps aſunder, you fink down into Per, 
dition. And is this a Condition to be ſecure in} Are you 
ealy in Hazards of infinitely {eſs Importance? and ſhall thi 
be the only. one wherein you act as though you were per, 
feckly ſtupid? Shall your Fears be alarmed upon the Pro. 
ſpeck of ĩacon ſiderable une Evils, and not at all aws 
- Kened when pour Souls and their eyerlafting Well-being are 
at an infinite Riſque? .O the monſtrous Infatuation you ar 
Ader! Who, hath betoigched you, O Sinners, that you ar 
hus Joſt to all Senſe of your own. Safety and Intereſt ? By 
convinced of your Danger; you are certainly in a State of 
dreadful and amazing Hazard; you are the Þ ns marks 
ed out, as it were by Name, in the Revelations F God, for 
an Excluſion from the Kingdom of Heaven ; +41 if you live 
and die in your preſent Condition, you will ſurely be made 
miſerable without Mercy or Remedy, Tis no Tale I am noy 
telling you, no, but thy 1 of the true and faithſi 
God; 0 realiſe it to be ſo, and awake out of Jour Secur. 
ty. Awake thou that fleepeſt, and call on thy God; O 9 
mightily unto God, unto God moſt high! perhaps he wil 
| hear your Cry, pity your miſerable Caſe, 1 ſend you Helg 
Gs Ko holy Habs 
But beſides. the Perſons I haye been ſpeaking to, there are 
others who may be at a'real Loſs to know their juſt Chara. 
cter God-ward; they may be under Fears and Doubrs whe ; C 
ther they are good Chriſtiaus, and would be glad to be put th 
upon a Method of Trial, whereby they might come ro knoy Im 
themſelves whether Chriſt Jeſus be in them, or they are Kd 
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bia, umagifeſts; lag, of God.” ro fach T would 

You bave in the Text a Rule, by which, if you t 9 
elves, and engage the divine Spirit with edt 42 Trial 


cal ou may come to a clear and ſatisfactory Knowledge of the 
lie State of your' Caſe.” If you are new Creatures, you are 
li ood Chriſtians, 150 are in Chriſt, united to him, intereſt- 
504889 in him, and in all the eternal Pleſſing- zaid up in the 


romiſes'of the Goſpel-covenanr. ' Bring yourſelves then to 


rl e Trial. Put the Gpeſtion to your own Soul, Have I ha 
ver perience of ſuch a Change, is that I can eſteem myſelf 4 
: ew Creature? Have 1 indeed been transformed by the re. 


ing of rhe Holy Ghoſt? How is it with my Apprebenſi- 
as? Have 1 the Tame Views, the ſame Thoughts, the fame 
entiments of Things that I always had F or do I Tee Things 
mother and different Light? What are my Thoughts 

in? does it ſeem a light Thing, or an acgurſed Exil? W hat 
e my Thoughts of Holineſs! do 1 entertain-a Tow Opini« 
n of it ?' or does it appear a Matter infinitely reaſonable 


ad important? What are my Thoughts of Chriſt? do K 
ae bo Beauty in him for which he ſhould be delifted ?*or » 
. Artes he appear alrogeiher lovely? Can I, in my own Ap- 
are ehenſion, do without him? or do I fee the treed, the ab- 
I bute need 1 ſtand in of him, and that there is no other 
lame given under Heaven among Men whereby I can bg 
ed: And how is it with my Purpoſes? which am I de- 
for: mined for, this World or another “ Is my Reſolution for 
lieb od and Chrift, and Heaven and Holineſs, a. ſudden, ac- 
1nd ental, tranſient Buſi neſs, or the ſettled, permanent, ha- 
aon nal Purpoſe, of my Heart? And how is it with my Affe 
ons? on what are they placed? and after What Manner 
cure they exerciſed? Whom do 1 love maſt, God or the 
en ori? Which do 1 fear moſt, the Anger of God, or out- 
by ard Loſſes and Croffes? What ek, me moſt, the 
ach ens of the World, or the want of God's Favour? Which 


> 1 place my Hope moſt in, the Things of Time, or the 
hings of Eternity! Find how is it as to my Lite and Mas- 
rs? have 1 put off the former Couverſation, which was 
corcing to. deceitful Luſts? or do 1 ftill fulfil the Deſires 
| the Fleſh and of the Mind? Have I renounced'my Sins, 
now! ny Sins, my moſt beloved Sins? or do I ſtill Keep — | 
Reed if. 1 have turned from Sin, to whom haye 1 turned! 
mW aL I turned to God in Chrift } and js it my daily con- 

un Endeavour to live to God} + What is my Courſe and 


N 
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Manner of 1 Uh is it condutted 2 the Will of God ? 1: v8: 
conformed to the Example of Chriſt? Is it a juſt Tranſcripti 
of the Precepts of the Gof [?' Am 1 pious towards God) 
y Sal righteous towards Men? Am I ſober in reſpec o 
+. Theſe, my Brethren, are Queſtions of no ſmall Weight 
yau may determine your Character by them. If you are able, 
upon a thorough Survey of your Hearts and Lives, to (ay; 
you. have had Experience of ſuch a Change as this, you arg 
then in. Chriſt, intereſted in all the glorious Purchaſes: of hit 
Croſs; nor need you be in any Doubt about the Matter. 
But I have not experienced, may the concerned Chriſtiaq 
» I have not experienced thoſe Agonies and Convullions 
of Soul which others have felt. When I converſe with m 


Chriſtian Friends and e I find the Terrors of H 
1 have ſet themſelves In array againft them a Senſe r 
Sin and Wrath has been ſo e imprefled on theme 
that they haye been driven almoſt to Deſpair ; 1 cannot pre 
tend to ſuch Experience as this, and it fills me with Feu ett 
and Solicitude. To ſuch I would ſay, | | ffe 
Perhaps you were ſanctiſied from Children. This, I do. 
not, is ſometimes. the Caſe, and might oftner be fo, if Pe 
rents were more generally faithful in the religious Educationſ® ! 
of their Children; and if you were ſo happy as to be wrougi rc. 
upon by the Grace of God ia your early Childhood, is it cr 
46 you have not been furpriſed with thoſe Terro ou! 
which ſome others may have experienced ſe 


Or, it may be, you were early under Reſtraints from $in 
and had, from your firſt Remembrance, ſerious Though: 
of God and Religion; a clear Perception of the Uglineſs d 
Sin, the Beauty of Holineſs, the Neceſſity of Chrift, and tin 
Fou could not poſſibly. be ſaved without an Intereſt in hin 
And can it be thought ſtrange it ſuch Perſons as you are hay 
not been amazed with thoſe Horrors which have been ay 
kened in the Minds of ſtupid Sinners? n 
Beſides, there is a vaſt Difference between the Characte 
_ of Sinners. Some have ſuch rozren hearts, under a good 
eut ward Appearance, and have ſo long habituated themſelyt 
to ſerve the Devil, under the Cloak of à religious . 
or have openly done ſo, without ſeeking for a Diſguiſe, ch 
they are ſeven fold more the Children of Hell than others 
And if, in proportion to the greater Guilt of theſe Sinnen 
they are more dreadfully diſtreſſed from a Senſe of Sin, 2 
Fear of the divine Wrath, what is it more than might re 
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bnably bet erpected? Manaſſob was 2 great Sinner, aud be 
* : thy humbled. Saul was a bloody Perſecutor, and 
on tis Account, as he himſelf acknowledges, the chief of 
Sinners ; and he was fruct blind, and continued ſo fos 
bree days without eating or 3 all which time he is 
zought to have been in deep Piſtreſs of Soul from a Con- 
fiction of Sin. And it is perfectly analogous to the beſt 
adgment we are able to make of Things, that the greateſt 
inners ſhould: be under the greateſt Sorrows, in order to 
heir Converſion. I do not ſay it is always thus, there may 
ea Variety even here; but this, I believe, is generally the 


* V 1 4 
0 Moreover, 1 Difference in Sinners as to their 
m tural Tempers: ; from their original Contexture, are 


F a ſteady, firm Diſpoſition, not apt to be moved eaſily 
or ſuddenly, not to any remarkable Degree, whereas, on 
de other hand, others are of a more ſoft, facile Temper 
e more readily wrought upon, and ſooner put into Com- 
otion, and intò a greater one too, from their Paſſions and 
fetions. And, accor to this Difference in the natu- 
Make of Sinners, muſt not be a Difference alſo in 


> ge ſenſible Expreſſions. of their Concern for Sin? Should 
riooiſe ſuppoſe upon their Minds an. equally clear and ſtrong 
uong 


rception of Sin and Miſery, it is indeed impoſlible but that, 
cording) to- the Difference of their natural Temper, there 
ould be a Difference in their Diſtreſs, as to the paſſionate: 
ſenſitive Part of it. 8 . | 
Furthermore, Some, - 4s: Mr. Guthrie f expreſſes it, are 
brought in to Chriſt in a 1 Goſpel Way, when 
the Lord, by ſome” few Words of Love, fwallowing up 
any Law-work, quickly taketh a Perſon Priſoner at the 1 
firſt, as he did Zachens, Lale xix. 19. and others, who, ? 
upon a Word ſpoken by Chrift, did leave all and follow * 
un: And we hear no Noiſe of a Law- work dealing with | 
hem before they cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt.” 1 do not af- w_— 
m this is generally the Caſe, but I doubt not it ſometimes 
and I am perſwaded I. ſpeak the real Experience of ſome 

ry good Chriftians, while I ſay they have been more mo- 

d by a Repreſemation of the Lioyolinals than of the Ma» 
y of God. A Diſplay of the Terrors of the Law have not - 


"coi? 1 Tim f. 16. + See his excellent Back intituled, The 
Irial of @ ſaving Iutereſt in Chriſ Page 23 24. 
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PR (18 3 | 
had ee on them; but When the Mer 
ef be Geſdel, the Mercy, the Loving-kindneſs of God toward: | 
Men in Jeſus Chriſt; has been opened to their View, it ha 
melted their Hearts, diſſolved them into Grief and Shame, 
and been an effectual Preparative to their ſaving Cloſure 
with Chriſt, as the alone Saviour of the loſt World. ] 

But it ought to be remembred ſtill further, When Perſon i 
are under Convictions, they are the ſame weak, frail, im. 
perfect Creatures they were before; and it no doubt fome-Wl « 
times happens, that the Work of Conviction, where it is © 
really begun by the Spirit of God, is yet carried on to au 
- undeſirable Exceſs, through. the Frailty of the Subject, eithet « 
from Indiſpoſition of Body, natural Weakneſs of Un-, 
derſtanding, Ignorance of the Goſpel, or Miſtakes about the 
Fulneſs and Freeneis of that Proviſion which is made in Chit 
for the Help of poor diſtreſſed Sinners: And this perhaps e 
is always the Caſe where the Concern is carried to ſo great 
a Height, as to difcompoſe the Mind, and unfit the Man to 
exert himſelf, in the reaſonable Exerciſe of his Powers, 2 
bout the Affairs of Salvation; or, when it leads to Deſpair, 
to undervalue the Grace of God and the Merits of the Re. 
deemer, as though they were inſufficient for them. 

In one plain ſhort Word; the great thing you have to get 
ſatisfied about is, whether you are the Subjects of that Change, 
which will, in the Eſtimation of the Goſpel, denominate you 
neu Creatures. All that are Chriſtians in Reality and Truti 
agree in this, that they are not conformed to this world, by 
transformed by the renewing of their Minds: But in What it 
previous or preparatory to this there is a Latitude, and ( 

great a one, that there are but few-Chriſtians whoſe Exper 
ences are juſt alike. If ſome have been ſpeedily. wrougit 
upon, and faſhioned into a Workmanſhip of God, other 
have had the fame thing done for them in a more flow and 
leiſurely Way. If — ve been exerciſed with great Ter 
rors of Conſcience, ſtrong Aganies and Convulſions of Sou) 
others have been recovered to God in a more mild, and kind 
and gentle Manner, If ſome have been under a ſtated, pet: 
_ ceptible and diſtinct Courſe of Operations from the Spirit d 
God, others have been dealt with in a more inſenſible ant 
variouſly interrupted Way. The great thing neceſlary is, « 
experience a real and effectual Renovation of Heart and Lite 
and as to the Way and Manner how this, by the divine 5p 
rit, was brought about, it is not of ſo great Importance 
nor is it of any Importance whether the Spirit of God ha 
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gone on in juſt the ſame. Method with you which he has ta- 
rds en with ſome others; be rather concerned about the thing, 
hat than the Way in order to it; get ſatisfied 2 have been 
u 


me, thus wrought upon, and you need be at no further Pains. 
ſure Let me add here for your further Satisfaction under this 
Difficulty, the Words of the renownedly pious Mr. Shepherd 
one in his Sound: Believer ; ſays he, © Some think there is no 
im. © thorough Conviction without ſome Affection. I dare not 
me-B © lay ſo.— Let not therefore any Soul be diſcouraged; and 
it u © fay, I was never yet convinced, becauſe I have not felt 
» an © ſuch a clear, real, conſtant Light to fee Sin and Death as 
ther © others have done; (conſider thou if the End of Conviction 
Un. © be attained, which is a true Senſe and feeling of Sin, thou 
t the © haſt then that Meaſure which is moſt meer tor thee, more 
hci chan which the Lord regards not in any of his.“ And he 
gives us his Thoughts concerning this Senſe and feeling of 
Sin. a few Pages onwards;. © | Do not think that the Lord 
* hath not wrought any true Senſe of Sin, becauſe you find 
* it not in ſuch a Meaſure as you imagine yourſhould defire 
© to have, and that others feel. Senſe of Sin admits of De- 
grees. some are. educated more civilly than others, 
* and thereby have contracted leſs Guilt and Stoutneſs of 
Heart againſt God and his Ways; therefore theſe. have nor 
* ſuch Cauſe of Trouble, and, being leſs rugged, have leſs 


need of Axes to hew them. Some Mens Sorrow breaks in 
upon them more ſuddenly, like Storms and Breaches of the: 
Sea, and the Lord is reſolved to haſten and finiſh his Work 
in them more ſpeedily, and it may be more exemplarily; 
(for eyery Chriſtian is not a fair Copy) as thoſe in As 
ii. 27. In others, their Sorrows ſoak in by Degrees, gut- 
ta cavat lapidem, the Lord empties. them by continual 
© Droppings, and hence feel not that Meaſure of Sorrow 
* that others do. Every Chriſtian is not a Heman, Pſalm 
* Ixxxvii. who ſuffers diſtracting fears and terrors from his 
* youth up, Ver, 15. who is afflicted with all God's ways, \ 
Ver. 7.--Same Senſe of Sin the Lord will work in all he 
* ſaves, but not the ſame Meaſure," He expreſſes himſelf 
ſtill further upon this Matter in theſe Words: | + Nor yet, 
Jays he, do I preſs a Neceſſity of Tears, or violent and 
* tumultuous Complaints; the deepeſt Sorrows run with the 
* leaſt Noiſe, If a Man can have Tears for outward Loſſes, 


* Page 33. + Page 49, 30. I Page 79. 
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__ 4 and none for Sing, it is very . whether he was e. ne 
VI yer truly ſorrowfill for Sin; otherwiſe, as the greateſt Joy: Wl ;-- 
ate not always expreſt in Laughter; io the greateſt Sorrows f 


let me ſubjoin the Words of that eminent Man of God Mr, 


1 Tors as others have felt. ; 


| i * © may he that is ſpiritually alive, and hath Ground of Evi- 


. 15 See his Tectures upon the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, Page 


© are not always expreſt in ſhedding of Tears.“ To Which Lie 


Willard: * God, ſays he, doth by one aud the fame Ad 
introduce into the Soul that Principle which is called the 
© new Creature, one principal Member whereof is Faith; 
but yet in his Dealings with the Souls of Men about it he 
© abs Hor alike in all; and as to the Experiences of graci. 
* . ous Souls, they are various on this Account. Nor is the 
Method to be limited to any one's particular Obſervation 
in himſelf —In ſome he makes ſhorter Work by the means, 
© others he holds longer under Awakenings, Terrors, Oc. 
© Some are drawn to Chriſt more gently, others more ter- 
* ribly, and all this according as he pleaſeth : And it will be 
© a great Injury to the Souls we are concerned with if we b. 
rigid here." e 6 | 
I mean not by what I have cited from theſe learned and 
pious: Writers, or delivered in my own Words, to ſpeak 2. 
gainſt that Senſe of Sin and Wrath which is really needfi! 
to put Perſons upon ſeeking to obtain Salvation through Je- 
ſus Chriſt, but only to make it appear, that this is various 
in its Degree in different Perſons, inſomuch that none have 
Reaſon to call in queſtion the Truth of their Renovation, 
merely becauſe they have not had ſo great or ſo long Ter. 


But I do not know, may the perplexed Chriſtian further 
tay, I do not know the Time of my Converſion, and it 
Far me conſiderable Uneaſineſs; others I meet with, or 

r of, can mention the preciſe Time when they ſuppoſe 
they were created anew, with many remarkable Circumſtan: 
ces relating thereto ; but it is not thus with me, and it gives 
me great Diſturbance: I am afraid I am not a pew Crea- 

Furs. | n ' | 1 
Io ſuch as you I cannot more properly apply myſelf than 
in the Words of the ag and good Dr. Owen: © f He that 
N © is alive may know that he was born, tho' he know neither 
the Place where, nor the Time when he was ſo, and ſo 


dence that he is ſo, chat he was born again, tho he know 


£35- f On Pfalm cxxx. Page 342, 
3 Koh | ' 8² 5 neither 
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neither when, nor T 36 N And this Cale; ht * Eh 
ber on; is uſual in Perſons of quiet natural Tempers, who 30 
ve had the Advantage of Education under Means of 
Light and Grace. God oft. times in ſuch Perſons begins 
and carries on che Work of Grace i»/enfibly, ſo thas t 1 
come to good Growth and Maturity before they know tha 
hey are Alive: Such Perſons come at length to be fatisfi» 
d in ſaying with the blind Man in the Goſpel, How ou 
yes Were opened we know not ; only one thing we know, 
whereas we were blind by nature, now we ſee." Very ſuit- 
le alſo to Perſons in your Cafe are the Words of holy 
| Flavel © © This marvellous Change, ſays he, (he ha 
een ſpeaking of the new Creation) as great and univerſal 
s it is, is not alike evident and clearly diſcernable in all 
dew Creatures; and he adds this as onę Reaſon of it, 
zecauſe the Work of Grace is wrought in divers — 
ad Manners in the People of God: Some are changed 
om a Mate of notorious Profaneneſs into ſerious Godli- 
els; there the Change is conſpicuous and very evident, 
|| the Neighbourhood rings of it; but in others it is mo 
ſenſibly inſtilled in their tender Years,” by the Bleſſing 

od upon religious Education, and there it is more indiſcern- 
le.” And very pertinent likewiſe to the Doubt we are 
1 are the Words of the late Preſident Wadſworth, in his 


fe for the dowbting, and Cirdial for the fainting Saint, 
which I ſcarce know of a more uſefuþ Book in its kind: 
he, f There are probably but few ſincere Chriſtia 
at can tell the particular Time of their Converſion. Y 
ald rellghe very Day he was converted, it was on ſuch 
Day when he was going to Damaſens to perſeeute the 
nts; but we do not know that Peter, James and Jobn, 
ew the particular Day of their Converſion, It may be 
derſon has been brought 4 very 11 and lived 
ndalouſly, at length God takes hold of him by his Word 
d Spirit, fills him with amazing Terrors and Horrors 
his Wicked Courſe of Life, unites him to Chriſt, works 
ce in his Soul and a Change in his Practice both at 
e, or the latter immediately upon the former: Such 
one ordinarily” can tell how and when he was firſt © 
dught upon by the Spirir. It may be others had pious 
cation from their Childhood, habe never been left to 
dalous Sins; they have (in general ſpeaking) always 


. of his Works, Page 350. | Page 93,9697, , ces 
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Lain of their Salvation; 


* o & 22 * | Wo 
had ſome Awe of 4 upon 2 Souls, ſome Senſe 
the Evil of Sin, and conſiderable Fear of committing knoy 
* Wickedneſs, and ſpeedy Remorſe and Trouble of Conf 
* enee if they have done it: Now ordinarily when ſu 
* Perfons are converted, they can give the leaſt (or it n 
* be no particular Account) of the Time of their Cony 
* ſion. They have had more or leſs of Convictions, Doubt 
Fears, Hopes, even from their Childhood: And thou 

Jede heartily, to have Chriſt on his own tern 
*. and to be univerſally holy; yet they can't tell at wh 
„time this Change was wrought in them. It may be t 
© now know, that they ſincerely fear God; but they dg 
* know when this begun in them: Nor can they ſay, . 
ther parental Inſtruction, reading God's Word, or hear 
it preached, was. firſtly inſtrumental of ſaving Good to thy 
Souls. So that though ſome Perſons thus piouſſy educat 
may poſſibly know the particular Time of their Cons 
” ſion; yet tis very probable, that. ordinarily few ſuch kn 
it. And very obſervable to our preſent Purpoſe 
the Words of pious Mr. Baxter f, 1. was once, ſays 
in à Meeting of very many Chriſtians, moſt eminent 
* Zeal and Holineſs of moſt in the- Land, of whom dio! 
v were Miniſters, (and ſame at this Day as famous and at 
much followed as any I know in England) and it Mee 
there deſired, that every one ſhould give in the Man 
of their Converſion, that it might be obſerved what 1 
God's ordinary way: And there was but one that! 
member of them that could conjecture at the Time 
their Converſion, _ + ET | 
Don't trouble yourſelves therefore with Fears Wd Do rio 


* 
4 


C 


About your Converſion, merely becauſe you can't relate ie f. 
Time and Circumſtances of it, with that Particularity 
' Exadtne's which ſome others may be able to do, Se: 


your Hearts thorowly, to ſee whether you are indeed Hadi 
cakers of a new Nature; that's the main thing: The Hence 
when this new Nature was form'd in you, is a Circumſt 
only; get well ſatisfied about the former, and you nee 
in no Concern about the latter. + wol 
But I han't Aſſurance, ſays the doubting Chriſtian ; caſter 
another great Diſcouragement to me: One and another, WiſTarin 
have but lately made "uy Pretences to cp. ſeem What ti 
ey have no Doubt about their g 


| t in his Bok about Infant Baptiſm, p. 129, of Ses! 


een 
att, Fenn . all at once, to full AC. 
ance. This is not my Caſe, chough it be a long time 
ce, 1 hope, I have been in earneſt about Religion, and 
v Soul's Salvation, and it gives me no (mall Diſturbance. 
To give you Relief under this Difficulty, let me ſay, tho“ 
ſurance be attainable, yet however it comes about, or 
erever the Fault lies, tis the Attainment of but few; 
d the Experience of the greateſt part of true Chriſtians is 
ad Proof of this. Hear what holy Mr. Baxter ſays upon 
Head, Even af thoſe that live comfortably, and in 
deace of Conſcience, yet very few of them do attain to a 
ertainty: For my part, tis known that God, in unde- 
erved Mercy, hath given me long the Society of a great 
umber of godly People, and great Intereſt in them, and 
privacy With them, and Opportunity to know their Minds; 
nd this in many Places, (my Station in Providence hav- 
g been oft removed) and I muſt needs profeſs, that of 
| theſe, 1 have met with few, very few indeed, that, if 
ſeriouſly and privately asked them, Are you certain yon 
re a true Believer, and ſo are juſtified and ſhall be ſaved, ' 
urſt ſay to me, I am certain of it: But ſome; in great 
Doubts and Fears, moſt too ſecure and neglective of their 
ates without Aſſurance, and ſome in ſo good Hope (to 
peak in their -own Language) as calmeth their Spirits, 
at they can comfortably caſt themſelves on GOD in 
hriſt: And thoſe few, who have gone ſo far beyond all 
e reſt as to ſay, they were certain of their Salvation, 
ere the Profeſſors whoſe State J wa more than any 
{ the reſt,” as being the moſt proud, ſelf-conceited, cen- 
drious unpeaceable Profeſſors.” And having again aſſert- 
it for Truth, that but few Chriſtians reach to Aſſurance 
alyation, -he*thereupon adds , © I come not to be of 
is Mind meerly by reading of Books, but mainly by 
ading my own Heart, and / conſulting my own Expe- 
ence, and the Experience of a very great Number of 
ody People of all ſorts who have opened their Hearts to 
de for almoſt twenty Years time.“ He further goes on, 
would intreat the Gain-ſayers to ſtudy their own Hearts 
ter for ſome conſiderable Time, and to be more in 
aring the Caſe and Complaints of godly People, and by 
at time they may happily come to be. of my Mind. See 
% whether all thoſe Divines that have been very pra+ 


Ste his Works, vel. II. p. 868. f vid. p. ibid. 


"> Ge 


| 85 Aut all of the ſame as I in this Point, ſuch 
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r ien and faceefeful in the Work of God, ahd much 
* *-quainted with the Way of the"Recov of loſt Souls, 


9 . Hooker, Fo. Rogers, Preſton, $ibbs, Bolron, Ded, C 
© wverwell,” &c; " | it a 
It is not the * ef this pious Writer to ſpeak” agai! 
Aſſurance; or to diſcourage Perſons from their beſt Ende 
vours in the uſe of all Means, that they may make rhei: Call 
and Election ſure; no, but that they may not look upont 
to be an Attainment ſo eſſential, as that without it they ci 
not be real Chriſtians. Do what you can, my Brethren, 
be as Aure of Salvation as poſſible; twill be a Sourſe of 
ſpeakable Comfort to you, in all the various Periods, a 
under all the various Trials of Life; nor will it be a go 
Sign upon you, if you are content to go on in Uncert 
ty about your everlaſting Well-being; yet, don't ſuffer it 
on you upon giving up all Hope of your being in a go 
— if tm not come to that Aſſurance which io! 
others ma: nd to; you notwithſtanding be n 
n 
Zut I han't Experience o Light and Joy in 
Lord, which 1 hay of is others; my 80 — thi 
Ra of Delight and Comfort, which is the Caſe of © 
and another I converſe with; and it puts me upon queſtic 
ing the Goodneſs of my State; I am afraid I have not bet 
ſavingly brought home to God in Chriſt. 
The Advice of Mr. Baxter to Perſons in your Circumſt 
des is that f. Be thankful, if you can but reach to a fe 
peace and Compoſure of your Mind, and la not « 
much on the high Raptures and Feelings of Comfort whi 
ſome poſſeſt.— Let me tell you two or three thin; 
56.) A ſettled Calm and Peace of Soul is a great Mer 
6 For _ _—_— RY 8 a = as nothil 
(2) The hi Raptures an ionate feeling Joys; 4 
4 Aal of — Jonbrful — Not A d ha 
© any ſuſpect the Sincerity ot them without Cauſe; but (ul 
© Pallions are not ſo certain Sigus of Grace, as the (cl 
© Frame of the Underſtanding and Will: Nor can we 
eaſily know thar they are of the Spirit; and they are lia 
do more queſtioning, and have in them a ter Poſſibi 
ty of Deceit. Doubtleſs it is very much that Fancy 4 
Melancholy, and eſpecially a natural Weakneſs and mo 


4 Fol. u. of bis Works, 5. 378, 3 
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but ſol 7e.oft.bigh Joys; and more we might all 

have e did our Duty. And I would have no Chrifti- 

an content himſelf with a jul Quietneſs of Spirit, but, by 
a 


all b 5, Tt to be | 


| Kon, rejoice in God, and 
railing Souls to heavenly Delights. O what Lives 


do we Joſe which we might enjoy! But my Meaning is 
thisz look at theſe Joys arid. Delights as Duties and as 


place more Neceſſity in them than God has done, or to 
think them to be ordinary Things. If you do but feel 
ſuch an high Eſtimation of Chriſt and Heaven, that you 
vould not leave him for all the World, take this for your 
ureft Sign, And if 9 have but ſo much Probability or 
Hope of your Intereſt in him, that you can think of God 
as one that loyeth you, and are gladder of theſe Hopes 
pf your Intereſt in Chriſt and Glory, than if you were 
Dwner of all the World, take this for a happy Mercy, and 
high Conſolation.” To all which let me add, There is 
h a thing as Joy, which is no Sign at all, much leſs a 
tain one, of the Truth of Grace. Such was the Joy with 
ich the flony ground Hearers reteived the Word : It was 
ſudden Flaſh only, a meer ſenſitive Paſſion; their Heart 


d alſo was the Delight with we Exekiel's Hearers at- 


es of it is that, And they come unto thee as the People 
eth, and they ſit before thee as my People, and they hear 
Words; but they will not do them: For with theit 
wth they ſhew much Love; but their Heart goeth aſter 


Song of one that hath a pleaſant Voice, and can play well 
tn Inſtrument : For they hear thy Words, but they de them 
t. And this, no doubt, is the only Joy of many others; 
the Joy is always of this ſort, when it is not accom- 
ied with a real ſanctifying Work of the Holy Spirit. I 
ak not thus to diſcourage any, but to put al upon due 
ir and Caution: For the Truth of the Caſe. is plataly this, 


114 eſs you have. had wrought in vou that Change, which 
— ſiſts in the Renovation of 1 ul, and the Implan- 
7 Wo" of God's Image, the higheſt Raptures of Joy and De- 


t are no Evidence that you are in a good State: Where-. 


Marth, xiii, 20, 21, ; 1 2 xxxili, 315 IIs — 


| PAN, / nd ACM fs; | 
able Tr de in ſuch Caſe ied dn | 
en 


Mercies ; but look not at them as Marks of Trial, fo 4s to 


withitanding was, at Bottom as hard as 4 Stone. And 


ded to his Preaching. The Deſcription the Holy Ghoſt. 


ir Covetouſneſs, And lo, thou art unto them as a very love- 
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Jeſus, and have paſſed from Death td Life; and t 
gh you ſhould not know what that Joy means, whi 
others ſpeak ſo much of. RA won | 

But tis more than time chat I come, t 

5. In the laſt Place, to ſpeak a Word to thoſe, who n 
be thought to be new Creatiires. Some ſuch, we charit 
bly believe there are among us, O that their Number! 
greater! The good Lord increaſe it. To ſuch let me fa 
Be thankful to God, to whom it is owing you are wi 

you are. What haſt thou, O Man, O Woman, that 1 
didff not receive? "Twas not by your own Works of Ri 
teonſneſs, but according to his Mercy, that God hat ſaved] 
by the W l A Regeneration, and the renewing of | 
Haly Ghoſt. Often look back to your former State, li 
you were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; and while you 
member the ſad State you were ohce in, O admire and 
dore that God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
wherewith he loved you, in quickening you together wi 
Chriſt, and raiſing you up, 1 making yen fit together u 
him in heavenly Place. % 

But ſuffer me to be particular here, in a few Words 
Counſel and Direction, more eſpecially to thoſe, who n 
wa ary come into the State of new Creatures. 
And, | | P 3 
1. Think not the Meaſure of your firft Endowments tol 

reater than it is; but remember you are Yet in your 

ncy,. and muſt expect Growth and Ripeneſs as the Con 
quent of Time and Diligence. Grace tmitateth Nature, 
beginning 7 with ſmall Degrees, and growing up 

Maturity by leiſurely proceeding, We are not new be 
in a State of Manhood, as Adam was created, At firſt 
are of low Stature: Our true Deſcription is that, N 
born Babes, deſiring the ſincere Mill of the Word, that 
may grow thereby, "Tis obſervable, the New-birch brings 
forth but Babes; Growth is by Degrees, by feeding on! 
Word. The Word is received by the Heart, as $4 
the Ground, Marth xiii. and Seed uſeth not to bring fo 
Blade and Fruit in a Day. uy NY 5 
„Not but that ſome Men (as Paul) may have more G 
at their firſt Conyerſion than many others haye at their 


Jon, you may certainly depend upon it, that you are . 
os 4 vl fed F 
tho 


whit 
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ed Wrowths ſot God is free in givio of his own, * may 
re Ne mote or fefs as pleaſeth himfelf: But yet in Paul him. 


if that greater Meaſure is but his ſmalleſt Meaſure Sand 
» himſelf is capable of Increaſe to the laſt; though ſo great 


Meaſure at firſt is as rare, as his greater Meaſure at laſt in 
is full Growth, and ſcarce to be expected now. 


d U 


caſure of Gi not, at firſt, be great, unleſs Oy 


eps he Had attained before, no Wonder if that Man, when 
R Parts are ſanRtified, be able in Knowledge the firſt Day: 
de had it before, though he had not a Heart to uſe it: 
of if Grace find a Man ignorant, unlearned, and of mean 


ilities, he muſt not expect to be ſuddenly lifted up to 
at Underſtanding, and high. Degrees' of Knowledge by 
ace: For this Knowledge is not given now by ſudden 


e, to ſtop the Mouth of any Gain ſfayer. Look a 
u, and obſerve, whether thoſe that are Men of Knowledge, 
| obcain it by Infuſion in a Moment? or whether they 
not obtain it by diligent Study, by flow Degrees. Name 
Man that ever came to great Underſtanding in any other 
I. | 

This is an important Direction, and the not obſerving it 
y be attended with fad Effects; which I will juſt name, 
you may ſee the Neceſſity of avoiding them. fi 


„ bel ners, and but new-born Babes, you are entring into the 
art te and Condemnation of the Devil; even into the - odi- 
„in of Pride; yea, a Pride of thoſe ſpiritual Gifts, which. 
i: WM not contrary to Pride. Mark the Words of Paul, 


en he forbids to chuſe a young Beginner to the Mini- 


ring , Not a Novice (that is a young raw Chriſtian) lf 
edu ted wþ (or beſotted) with Pride, he fall into. the 


demnation of the Devil. Why are young Beginners more 
langer of this than other Chriſtians ? One would think 
' Infancy. ſhould be conſcious of its own Infirmi- 
But Paul knew what he ſaid: Tis partly, becauſe the 
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Or, if it ſhould pleaſe God to beſtow, upon any now (as . 
pſibly he, my) a rom Meaſure af Holineſs, at firſt, yet the 
its. wi 


received before Converſion. If Grace find a Man of 
eat Parts and Underſtanding, which by Study and other 


fuſion, as Gifts were extraordinarily in the primitive 
urch. And you need no other Proof of this but 6; e / 


our - 


f you imagine you are prefently Men of great Under- . 
ding and Abilities, and Holineſs, while you are young Be- 
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- $addeniieſs of their Change, 8 of Darknefs into 
Lieht which they neyer {aw before, doth amaze them, at 
tranſport them, and make them think they are almot: | 
Heaven, and that there is not much more to be attained. 
And it is partly, þecauſe they have nat Knowledge enoug 
to know how many things there are that pet they are ignd 
rant of. They neyer heard. of the Scripture-difhculties, aq 
the Knots in Scool-diyiffity, nor the hard Caſes of Ca 
 Kience; whereas one ſeyen Years painful Studies, will a 
them of many hundred Difficulties which they never ſay 
and forty or fifty Years Study more, will cloath them wi 
te oa and Humility, in the Senſe of their Jamentable Dag 
. | | 
Your oyervaluing your firſt Grace and Knowledge wi 
alſo bring on a Neglect of that Labour, and Pains, and! 
{yn in the Uſe 'of Means which are neceſſary for yo! 
Growth and Increaſe; And fo you will be in the State 
'thoſe, who are ever learning, and never come to any rif 
Knowledge: Lou will have an Opinion of yourſelves, as 
to be Teachers, when you have need to be taught yourſclye 
And when, for the Time ye ought to have been Teachers, 
will have need to be taught again, which be the firſs Pri 
ciples of the Oracles of God. | 
This haſty. Conceit of your own Goodneſs and Abili 
will likewiſe make yon preſumptuous of your own Streng 
and too ready to venture upon dangerous Temptations; 
it will make you toq ſecure, when your Souls have nced 
holy Awfulneſs and Care, to work out your Salyation ;- 
wall tempt you to run into Controyerſies, and Matters f 
are not fit for;-—- it will make you qver confident andi 
in all your Conceits; cenſqrious gf others ;--- unteac hab! 
deſpiſing thoſe who ſhould inſtruct you : You will Mit 
yourſelves wiſer than yqur Teachers, though but in the 
eſt Form, It is ſuch that 2 ſpeaks to My Brehm rt 
(be not many Maſters (or Teachers) knowing that you l 
receive the greater Condemnation. 
I have named to you theſe, which are but ſame of! 
ſad Effects of e your Beginnings in Religion, Men 
/as you love your Souls, you may ayoid . has I take! 
f fays good Mr. Baxter, (whoſe Words I bave moſt! uy” 
f under this Head 4, to be a Matter of exceeding great 


n Chap. a, 1. + See his Works, Vol. I. p. 32, 3% 


© me 
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ment for your Safety and Perſeverance, that while os 
are Infants in Grace, yon know your ſelves to be n; 
chat you tap keep your Form, and learn firſt the Lelſons 
that mut Rrſt be learnt “. 1 Nie 
2. See to it, that you beware of ſpiritual Pride; ſome 
ouches you had upon this under the former Head, but 1 
muſt be more particular; and the rather, becauſe this is not 
only a Sin infinitely hateful to God, as well as Man, but a 
tin that is too common, more eſpecially among the Begin - 
ers in Religion. It may ſeem ſtrange, but tis too noto-“ 
ous a Truth, that the very Perſons who can cry out of 
heir own Unworthineſs, and confeſs themſelves the vileſt | 
and greateſt Sinners, as having had their Eyes open'd to ſee 97 
demlelves filthy, wretched, damned Creatures; I ſay tis | 
oo true, even of theſe Perſons, that in many-Inſtances, they 
liſcover too much Pride. I beſeech you in the Name of 
he great God of Heaven, as re value his Favour and dread 
is Diſpleaſure, to beware of this Sin. O take heed to your 9 7 
ſelves, that you be not puffed up with a Vain; Conceit of my 
your own ſuperigr Sanctity; this you may be in Danger of; | 
—zhe conſtantly upon your Guard, watching againſt all 
Temptations hereto. Think low;y of yourſelves, While 
jou think highly of others, and prefer them in love; and 
while you think of yourſelves as righteous, don't deſpiſe o- 
hers. This is the very Temper of the old Phariſees, their | 
moſt diſcruminating Mark; their Motto is inſcribed by our 
Saviour, on a Parable he purpoſe] fram'd for them, in thoſe. _ 
reproachful Words, Certain which truſted in 7 elves that 4 
hey were righteous, and deſpiſed other: Don't ſuffer yoar., i 
elves to be betray'd into any thing that may look like this Z 
Vanity of che ark oy :- Confine not the Grace of God to 41 
yourſelyes, as though none were Partakers of it but thoſe 
ho have felt your Experiences; look upon the Divine Spi- 
nt as ſovereign in the Kingdom of Grace, and realize t 
he may diſpenſe the Grace of God, as ro Wwhom he will, ſo 
where he will, and in what way or manner foever he will. 
Remember thoſe Words of ovr Saviour, and often employ 
your ſerious Thoughts on them t, The Wind blowerh where 4 
it liſteth, and thou heareſt the /ound thereof, but knoweſ £3 
not whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth; ſo is every one. + 
that is horn of the ſpirit. 3 Gy bs. 
. Take care to hu your Zeal under the Government 


Luke xiil, 6, f John iil. 8. x 
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= of ſound Judgment. None (commantly)-maxe Zealous a ene 
Jie Converts, and yet none more apt io be carfled vo: 
=_ | wWith'a Zeal without Knowledge. Tis good, iy Byethren, ; 
= - be zealouſly affected, but it muſt always i in d good +a: c9r 
= and in due Manner and Meaſure, You may do @ great de 
_ of Hurt by an unadvifed Zeal, caſt a Blemiſn on Four Pra 
feſlion, lay a Stumbling-block before others, bring K<eligiog 
into Contempt, and make the Ungodly entertain an Opin 
on of the Religious, as a Set. of Men tranſported beyonWe ch 
the Bounds of ſober Reaſon. ' Let your Zeal then be erg 
_ tempered with Prudence, and conducted by a well informed 
Judgment; don't ſuffer yourſelyes, at any time, or upon Me 
ny Occaſion, if poſſible, to be ſo carried beyond yourſe!ve: if © 
as to forget the known, vndoubted Laws of God, or «© 
break 2 your Obligations to them. Ever bear it ou 
Mind that there is a falſe Zeal as well as a true one; a ac 
depend upon it, that is a falſe Zeal, which contends fore 5 
ſome Truths at the Expence of others as great ; which contendeþ in 
for the Obſervance of ſome Duties, to the neglect of othen . + 
of as much Importance. There is a glorious Harmony vel it 
tween all the Truths, and all the Duties of Religion; nd on 
where the Zeal of Chriſtians is a ſober, well governed Fer th 
your, it is concerned for all Truth, and for al Duty, but in 
due Proportion, being hotteſt in the greateſt things and cool 
eſt in the leaſt; and in due Order, wiſely A 8 one 
Truth and Duty to anather, according to the Place they beat 
+ tn the Scheme of Religion. And let me add here, true 
* Chriſtian Zeal is never bitter; it neyer puts Men upon treats 
ing their Brother with Noiſe and Chamour; that is always 
| the Character of a Zeal according to the Mind of Chriſt, I. 
#s firſt pure, then perceable, gentle, eaſy to be entreated, fal 
of mercy and good fruits, | | 
44᷑3᷑. Keep up in you Minds a conſtant Senſe of the vaſt Im. 
portance of true Chriſtian Charity. By this I mean not t9 
recommend to you Lukewarmnefs in Religion, an Indite- 


1 rency to the Truths or Ways of Chriſtianity; much |c's 
ma wall I put you upon thinking, 12 all that call themſelves 
ny Chriſtians, are either. ſeund in the faith, or of a good conver- 
= ſation in Chriſt, I mean not by the Charity I recommend 


__ any thing of this Nature, no, but that Chriſtian Love, which 
= harbours no III will, no evil ſurmiſings, no ungrounded Sv. 
| ſpicions and Jealouſies; that Love which taketh ug no evil 
„ the Damage of its Neighbour, judges im not, e 
cenſures him not, condemns him not, but from . Ev. 

| i N ence 
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ce pen full Enquify ;” that Love which ſpeaks no EVII dE 
nother,” neither Aeg nor yet needleſly, whiſpers nt, 8 
ackbiteth not; nor deäleth in open Slander and 1 7 
hat Love; in one word, which Bopeth all things, believer . 
I things, is kind, and tender, and pitiful, apt to ty the 
eſt Conſtructions upon wb © mlb yea, to make all thoſe 
Mowanices in favour of a Chriſtian Brother, which there is 
eaſon to think the good and merciful God will himſelf do, 
the great and laſt Judgment; at which awful e, what 
ee ! will become of us all, if our moſt tompaſlienate 

ige don't make ten thouſand Times more and greater A. 
pwances in our tavour, than we ard ready to do in fayour x 
f our Chriſtian Friends and Neighbours? This, my Bre. 
en, is that Charity 1 would recommend to you; and I 
u old be the more earneſt in preſſing it upon you, as this 
an(Wcace is particularly, and expreſly ranked in Scripture among 
tore Fruits of the Spirit of God, f z yea, tis re reſented * 
naß inteparable an Effect of true Faith , that if it works not 
zer % Love, tis not really Faith, but 2 a vain Pretence , \ 
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beit: And of this We may be as clearly fatisfied, if we 
anWhon': ſhit” our Eyes againſt the Light, as of any one Truth 
Fer the Whale Reyelation of God. How far a Man may, 
tough the Frailty and Imperfection common to the ſan- 
bo in Cbriſt, fall into thoſe Sins, which are contrary to, 
one is Love, 1 preſume not to ſay; but this 1 muſt ſay, and 
eat el not be faithful to God and Chriſt and your Souls if L 
true Won": (ay it, that this law of brotherly love 3s like unto the 
cat, and is the greateſt law of all, Which commands us to 
de God: Tis like it in real Weight, yea of abſolute and 
liſpenſible Neceflity ; and tis accordingly every Where in- 
ulcated as ſuch by Chriſt and his Apoſtles : How particular, 
ad ſolemn, and frequently repeated, are the Cammandg” 


Im- Four great Saviour, reſpecting this Duty of Charity ? hag 
ca ſie not fad, Jade nat, that 1 be not judged? . Condemn 
de., that ye be not condemned. This is my command. 


ent, that ye love one another. ft A new commandment 
Ive 1 unto you, that ye love one another. And are not the 


, e Commands frequently urged by the Apoſtles of our 
end Word? The Epiſtles of Jobn are almoſt a continued Repeti- 
ich Non of this commandment of God, to love one another : And 

„ th what Strength of Language, in what bold Figures, does 
evi . . . | F' | ' ; H 

10t, | Gal. v. 22." | Verſe 6.' * Mar. vii. 1, || Luke FI. 27- 


** John xy. 12. it John xi 34 * y 
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ds inſpired Pas declare the abſolute Inſufficiency or 
mii tn order to Salvation, where there is dc chi Cha: i; 
me I peak, ſays he, with the' rongues of men and of 11 
| Jen, and have. not Charity, I am become as Jounding bra 
„% « tinkling cymbal : And though I have theigift of pri, 
_ - 7 446 underſtand all myſteries and all knowledge ; : 
—_ . though 1 have all faith, 0 that 1 could remote un i 
and have not charity, I am nothing. And though 1 beſt 
all my goods to feed. the poor, and though 1 give my bed 
be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothin 
And can you after this maintain in your Minds too conſtan 
Senſe of the Importance and Neceſſity of 'Charity : ( 
Jook upon it as a fundamental Grace, for ſo it really is, an 
WL allow yourſelyes in nothing that may bring it in queſtio 
_  - either with yourſelves or others, whether you are poſſeſſe 
bz; let it be viſible that you are Men of Charity; 6) 4 
ue all men know that you are the diſciples of Chrift; let Loy 
do your Chriſtian Brethren be your diſtinguiſhing Badge a: 
Nai D | 
| 2880 . See to it that you know your own Station, and af 
WL Within your own Sphere. Every Spirit, ſays Ar. Baxter 
_ - © that is againſt Order, and is a Friend to Confuſion, is 
| F +, © oainſt Chriſt, and is none of the Spirit of Chriſt; for 6. 
5 ii not the God of Conſuſion, but of Peace, and commant 
W” © eth that 4ll chings be don in order +, and hath eſtabliſne 
22 Order among A Men, Brutes and Inanimates 
©» © yea ſome among the Devils themſelves. To which let n 
= add, Shall the Church of God only be without Order? Wh: 
/ aith the Scripture? 1 Are all apoſtles? Are all 2 
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e all teachers? Ne, my brethren : God hath ſet ſom. 
N fy die Church, firſt apoſtles, then prophets and teacher: . Le: 
Miniſters chen act in their Place, and ds all the Good the 
cen as Miniſters, and let private Men keep within their Line 
=”. and'do what Good they can in that; but let them no! tte 
io another's Station, and do the Work that is proper t 
him ; remember the Exhortation of the Apoſtle, ff Stud, 
WW be quiet, and to do your own buſineſs. And again, I Le: c: 
e man abide in the 1 calling wherein he waf called 
| Thar is the Chatacter the inſpired Paul gives us of ſome | 


| 11 a 1 Cor. Kii. 1, 2, 3. * See his Works, Vol. 2. bag 
. Cor xiv. 33. f 1 Cor. xii. 29. Ver 


+ , 


Yo n 1 Mean teen 10 


